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Reconciliation 
 

Fridays 
9:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Parish Activity Center 
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Parish Activity Center 
 

Saturdays  
December 3, 10, 17 

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Parish Activity Center 

No Reconciliation on 12/24 
 

“A Light is on for You”   
Wednesday, December 14 and 
December 21 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Activity Center. 
 

All churches in the Dallas Diocese will 
have reconciliation on Wednesday, 

December 14 and December 21 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.   
 
Parish Activity Center is at 2700 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., 
Plano, TX 75023 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
 

 

7:00 a.m. Monday  
8:30 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,  
  Thursday, Friday, and Saturday  
6:00 p.m. Wednesday 
Noon   Friday 
No 8:30 a.m. Mass on December 24 
 

All Daily Masses are in the Parish Activity Center in the 
Parish Hall 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
  5:00 p.m. Vigil Faith Formation Center Gym 

  8:00 a.m. Faith Formation Center Gym 

10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Center Gym 

         Noon Faith Formation Center Gym 

   5:00 p.m. Faith Formation Center Gym 
 

The Faith Formation Center is at 3100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., 
Plano TX 75023 

 

Prophet Isaiah 
Written down in its present form about 200 years before the birth of Christ, the book of Isaiah is a  
collection of prophesies, some of which were told for centuries before being put to papyrus. Next to the 

Psalms, it is the most frequently quoted scripture in the gospels and epistles. No wonder. In Isaiah’s stirring 
images, the church sees the coming of God’s reign: good news for the poor, the release of the captive, freedom 
for the oppressed. 

The gospel of Luke tells us that the first time Jesus preached the scriptures in the synagogue, he preached 

on a passage from the book of Isaiah. All during Advent we read through this holy book. Promise yourself to 

listen carefully to what we hear. Peek into your own Bible, too, and look to Isaiah. (We’ll return to Isaiah on 

Good Friday and at the Easter Vigil, too.) 

Gaze into a candle’s flame. Look up at the starry sky. With Isaiah imagine a world where blind people 

see, where people who couldn’t walk now dance, where lions frolic with lambs, and where children are safe 

from all harm. 

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101;  

1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, SM. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

http://www.ltp.org/
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Christmas Season 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 

Parish Activity Center and Faith Formation Center will be open one hour before Mass.  Guidelines may 
change by Christmas. 

 Mass Time Place     

 4:00 p.m.  Faith Formation Center (Gym and Room 130) 

 4:00 p.m.  Parish Activity Center (Parish Hall and Seton Room) 

 6:30 p.m.  Faith Formation Center (Gym and Room 130) 

 6:30 p.m.  Parish Activity Center (Parish Hall and Seton Room) 

 11:00 p.m.  Faith Formation Center (Gym and Room 130) 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 

 Mass Time Place         

 8:00 a.m.  Faith Formation Center (Gym and Room 130) 

 10:00 a.m.  Faith Formation Center (Gym and Room 130) 

 Noon Faith Formation Center (Gym and Room 130) 
 

                             NO 5:00 p.m. Mass on Sunday, December 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Date  Mass Time  Place       

Saturday, December 31 5:00 p.m.  Faith Formation Center (Gym/Room 130) 

Sunday, January 1 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon Faith Formation Center (Gym/Room 130) 
 

Faith Formation Center is at 3100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., Plano, TX 75023 

Parish Activity Center is at 2700 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., Plano TX 75023 
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The Advent Season 
 
Advent is the liturgical season that precedes and prepares for Christmas. It is a season of hope and of longing, of 
joyful expectation and of peaceful preparation. Many symbols and traditions are associated with Advent, espe-
cially the Advent Wreath with its four colored candles (three purple and one pink), but also Advent calendars, 
special Advent music, food, processions, and other traditions that may vary from one culture or region to the 
next. Here are a few interesting things to know about Advent: 
 

When and how long is Advent? 

 For most Christians, the Advent Season always begins four Sundays before Christmas; so it is rarely four full weeks 
long, but only between three and four weeks, depending on what weekday Dec. 25 happens to be in a certain year.  

 The First Sunday of Advent, which also marks the beginning of the new liturgical year for the Church, could be 
as early as Nov. 27 or as late as Dec. 3. 

 The Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called "Gaudete Sunday" (from Latin, meaning "Rejoice!), because the 
"Entrance Antiphon" of this Sunday's Mass is taken from Paul's letter to the Philippians: "Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near." (Phil 4:4+5b) 

 The Fourth Sunday of Advent could be as early as Dec. 18, a full week before Christmas (as in 2005 and 2011), or 
as late as Dec. 24, making it the same day as "Christmas Eve" (as in 2006 or 2017). 

 Advent technically ends on the afternoon of Dec. 24 since Christmas Eve begins the Christmas Season. 

 Most Eastern Orthodox and other Eastern Christian Churches have a "Nativity Fast" (now often called "Advent 
Fast"), which usually lasts forty days before Christmas.  It may begin on Nov. 15 (for those Churches that celebrate 
Christmas on Dec. 25), or in late November (for those Churches that celebrate Christmas on Jan. 7 or 8). 

 

What does the word "Advent" mean? 
When capitalized, "Advent" usually refers to "the coming of Christ into the world" or to "the liturgical period 
preceding Christmas."  It may also refer to the "Second Coming" of Christ (the "Advent of our Lord"). 

 In secular English, "advent" (not capitalized) may refer to any "coming" or "arrival," especially of something so im-
portant that it radically changed a whole culture (e.g., "The advent of electricity" or "The advent of the computer 
age"). 

 The word is derived from the Latin adventus ("arrival, approach"), made up of the preposition ad- ("to, towards"), 
the verbal root ven- (from venire, "to come"), and the suffix -tus (indicating verbal action). 

 The word is very similar in many other European languages: Advent, Advento, Avent, Avvento, Adviento, etc. 
 

What are the traditional colors of Advent? 
In the Roman Catholic Church, the official liturgical color for most of the Season of Advent is violet. Only on the 
Third Sunday of Advent is a rose (pink) colored candle lit, as a symbol of joy.  The priest may also 
wear rose vestments on this Sunday. 

 Many Anglicans and some Protestant Churches use blue instead of violet throughout Advent, although they may 
also use rose/pink on the Third Sunday. 

 Other church decorations (altar cloths, banners, etc.) will often have combinations of violet, pink, and blue through-
out the season. Liturgically-minded churches will avoid greens and reds (the secular Christmas colors), and will wait 
until the Christmas season to use decorations with white, silver, and gold colors. 

 

What is an Advent Wreath? 
Many churches and families prominently display an evergreen wreath with four candles throughout the Advent 
Season. 

 It is traditionally made of some type or mixture of evergreens (fir, spruce, juniper, holly, etc.), symbolizing the con-
tinuation of life in the middle of the cold and dark winter (in the northerly latitudes, at least). 
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 Advent wreaths traditionally include three purple/violet candles and one pink/
rose-colored candle, which are arranged evenly around the wreath, although 
some people use four violet or four white candles. 

 Only one purple candle is lit during the first week, two in the second week, three 
(incl. the pink one) in the third week, and all four during the fourth week of 
Advent; the gradually increasing light symbolizes the approach of Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus, the light of the world. 

 Since the rose candle is not lit until the Third Sunday of Advent, it is best to start 
on the First Sunday of Advent lighting the purple candle located directly 
opposite the pink one, and then to continue clockwise around the wreath in the 
following weeks. Thus, one could go in the following orders: 1-right, 2-front, 3-
left (rose), 4-back; or 1-front right, 2-front left, 3-back left (rose), and 4-back 
right. 

 In many churches, a large wreath is ritually blessed at the beginning of the first liturgy on the First Sunday of Advent. 
Families can also use a smaller Advent wreath in their homes, which they themselves can bless. See page 7 for 
Advent Wreath Blessings. 

 Families can gather around the wreath daily for some brief Advent prayers and readings, especially at the time of the 
evening meal, lighting the appropriate number of candles for each week. See page 27 for some Advent Family 
Prayers; or see the “Blessing Rituals for Advent” from the Shorter Book of Blessings (a free pdf of the book is 
available at https://docplayer.net/34134010-Shorter-book-of-blessings-roman-ritual-from-catholic-book-publishing-corp.html) 

 Some traditions assign specific symbolism to each of the candles: 1) The Prophet's Candle, symbolizing Hope; 2) The 
Bethlehem Candle, symbolizing Faith; 3) The Shepherd's Candle, symbolizing Joy; 4) The Angel's Candle, symbolizing 
Peace. 

 Some churches and families add a fifth candle (white) in the middle of the wreath for Christmas Eve or Day; others 
continue using the same wreath throughout the Christmas Season, replacing the colored Advent candles with fresh 
candles that are white or gold, symbolizing the arrival of Christ, the light of the world.  For an explanation of 
the History of the Advent Wreath, by Fr. William Saunders go to https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-
contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html  

 

What are the liturgical readings for the Sundays of Advent?  
Each of the four Sundays of Advent has its own special readings and characteristics: 

 First Sunday of Advent - The readings look forward to the "End Times" and the coming of the "Day of the Lord" or 
the "Messianic Age." The Gospel is an excerpt from the Apocalyptic Discourse of Jesus in one of the Synoptic 
Gospels. 

 Second Sunday of Advent - The Gospel reading focuses on the preaching and ministry of John the Baptist as the 
forerunner of Jesus, the one who came to "Prepare the Way of the Lord." 

 Third Sunday of Advent - The Gospel reading continues to focus on John the Baptist, while the first and second 
readings convey the joy that Christians feel with the increasing closeness of the incarnation and the world's 
salvation. 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent - The Gospel reading tells of the events that immediately preceded the birth of Jesus, 
including the dreams and visions of Joseph and Mary of Nazareth.  For the full texts of these liturgical readings see 
the website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) at http://www.usccb.org/bible/. 

 

What are the liturgical readings for the Weekdays of Advent?  
There are actually two sets of weekday readings for the Advent season: 

 Readings for the weekdays in the first three weeks, but only up to Dec. 16: the Gospel readings are excerpts from 
various chapters in Matthew and Luke; the first readings are mostly from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 Readings for the weekdays from Dec. 17 to Dec. 24: the Gospel readings cover all of Matthew 1 and Luke 1, 
sequentially; the first readings are selected thematically from various prophetic books of the Old Testament. 

 The weekdays from Dec. 17 to Dec. 24 also make use of the "O Antiphons," not only during Evening Prayer in the 
Liturgy of the Hours, but also in the Alleluia verse before the Gospel at Mass.  See page 7. 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=952
http://www.catholicdoors.com/misc/advent.htm
http://www.catholicdoors.com/misc/advent.htm
http://www.ewtn.com/library/LITURGY/adbless.htm
https://docplayer.net/34134010-Shorter-book-of-blessings-roman-ritual-from-catholic-book-publishing-corp.html
http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0132.html
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/the-history-of-the-advent-wreath.html
http://www.catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/1998USL-Advent.htm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/
http://www.catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/2002USL-Weekdays-AdventChristmas.htm
http://www.catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/Advent-O-Antiphons.htm
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Blessing of an Advent Wreath 
 

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice, which has found its place in the Church as well as in the 
home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday of Advent or on the evening before 
the First Sunday of Advent. 
 
Customarily the Advent Wreath is constructed of a circle of evergreen branches into which are inserted four 
candles. According to tradition, three candles are violet and the fourth is rose. However, four violet or white 
candles may be used. 
 
The candles represent the four weeks of Advent, and the number of candles lighted each week corresponds to 
the number of the current week of Advent. The rose candle is lighted on the Third Sunday of Advent, also 
known as Gaudete Sunday. 
 
When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a 
parent or another member of the family. 

 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 
All:  Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9:1-2, 5-6, is read: 

 

Listen to the words of the Prophet Isaiah: 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. 
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing. 
As they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people make merry when dividing spoils. 
For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. 
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 
His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s throne, and over his kingdom, 
which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Or Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7—You, Lord, are our redeemer. 
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With hands joined, the leader says: 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us 

as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

The blessing may conclude with a verse from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: 

O come, O Come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-advent-wreath 

O Antiphons 
 

On the last days of Advent, you may wish to add these "O Antiphons" to your evening prayer, your prayer at 
table, or your bedtime prayer.   

December 17 
O Wisdom of our God Most High, 
guiding creation with power and love: 
come to teach us the path of knowledge! 
 

December 18 
O Leader of the House of Israel, 
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 
come to rescue us with your mighty power! 
 

December 19 
O Root of Jesse’s stem, 
sign of God’s love for all his people: 
come to save us without delay! 
 

December 20 
O Key of David, 
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 

come and free the prisoners of darkness! 

December 21 
O Radiant Dawn, 
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death. 
 

December 22 

O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 
come and save man, whom you formed from  the 
dust! 
 

December 23 
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: 

come to save us, Lord our God! 
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Blessing of a Christmas Tree  
 

The use of the Christmas tree is relatively modern. Its origins are found in the medieval mystery 
plays that depicted the tree of paradise and the Christmas light or candle that symbolized Christ, 
the Light of the world. According to custom, the Christmas tree is set up just before Christmas 
and may remain in place until the Solemnity of Epiphany. The lights of the tree are illuminated 
after the prayer of blessing. 
 
In the home, the Christmas tree may be blessed by a parent or another family member, in connection with the 
evening meal on the Vigil of Christmas or at another suitable time on Christmas Day. 

 

When the tree has been prepared, all gather around it and begin with the sign of the 
cross. 

Leader: This tree is a blessing to our home.  It reminds us of all that is beautiful, all that is filled with the 
gentleness and the promise of God.  It stands in our midst as a tree of light that we might promise 
such beauty to one another and to our world.  It stands like that tree of paradise that God made into 
the tree of life, the cross of Jesus. 

 

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

The leader may greet those present in the following words: 
 

Leader: Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into our midst, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
 

Then the Scripture is read: 
 

Listen to the words of the apostle Paul to Titus.  Titus 3:4-7 
 

But when the kindness and generous love of God our savior appeared, not because of any righteous deeds  
we had done but because of his mercy, he saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he richly poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that we might be justified by his grace  
and become heirs in hope of eternal life. 

The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 

(The family’s Bible may be used for an alternate reading such as Psalm 96:11-13) 

Leader: God of all creation, 

 we praise you for this tree 

 which brings beauty and memories and the 

 promise of life to our home. 

 May your blessing be upon all who gather  around this tree, 

 all who keep the Christmas festival by its lights. 

 We wait for the coming of the Christ, 

 the days of everlasting justice and of peace. 

 Your are our God, living and reigning, for ever and ever.  All: Amen. 
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The intercessions are then said. The leader says: 
 

Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon this sign of our faith in the Lord. 
All: Lord, give light to our hearts. 
 

That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on which Christ accomplished our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, give light to our hearts. 
 

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our homes, let us pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, give light to our hearts. 
 

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord.  
All: Lord, give light to our hearts. 
 

After the intercessions the leader invites all present to say the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 Our Father…. 

The leader says the prayer with hands joined: 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for the light of creation: the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night. 
We praise you for the light of Israel: the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace, 
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 

Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us as we illumine this tree. 
May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 
May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and joy of salvation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

The lights of the tree are then illuminated. 
 

The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross and saying: 
May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
 

The blessing concludes with a verse from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: 
 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.                                                                                

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 

http://store.usccb.org/catholic-household-blessings-and-prayers-p/5-645.htm
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Blessing of a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene 
 

In its present form the custom of displaying figures depicting 
the birth of Jesus Christ owes its origin to St. Francis of Assisi,  

who made the Christmas crèche or manger for 
Christmas Eve of 1223. 

The blessing of the Christmas manger or nativity scene may take 
place on the Vigil of Christmas or at another suitable time. 

 
When the manger is set up in the home, it is appropriate that it be  

blessed by a parent or another family member.  

 
All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
All respond: Who made heaven and earth. 

One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture, for example, Luke 2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 
7:10 (lines 10-15, the birth of Emmanuel). 

Luke 2:1-8 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This was the 
first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Jo-
seph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All respond: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The leader prays with hands joined: 

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your love: 
when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings 
joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love. 
 
Lord, 
bless all who look upon this manger; 
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, 
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever. 
All: Amen. 

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/Luke2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah7:10
http://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah7:10
http://store.usccb.org/catholic-household-blessings-and-prayers-p/5-645.htm
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